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So, There’s A Blizzard
And The Lights Are Out

A Colorado company is ready

to J!r-:*.!'p utilities in snow countri

n the midst of a major winter storm,
A power line on a remote mountain-
sicle goes down, It's time to el the
snoweat out that’s been sitting idlk
since last winter and call out a n-E:uir CTEA

It takes a L'lrtliﬂ:' ol hours to round up the

reduce outage times during crew and get the snoweat loaded on the

harsh weather,
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fHatbed. A few more hours are needed to
drive to the end of the road closest to the
site. A Hat tire on the trailer costs almost
an hour. The snoweat is unloaded and the
crew climbs aboard

About-an hour later you get a cellular

l.'.lil Irom r!ll:' I!i!ll"-\.'.I.ZI'I'IH.I:'[ '-.".'lIIZZI illllt|1||"-. i, |

snoweat drver. He is stuck after sliding off
the side ol the narrow site access road. You
ask when he thinks he will get it unstuck
He mumbles. Spring. Meanwhile, cus-
tomers are without power when they might
need it most.

STHW 'l'r..im.]lml. H|H-:'é.ﬂi~.t~.cﬂ Littleton,
Colo., has introduced a service to eliminate
scenarios like the one deseribed above.
Starting this November, the Company will
position snowcats, trucksand trailers to
transport theém and ]n".'jllj- l."'.E'l'l"I'I!'rH.'l'i.l op
erators to locations r]lrlul_c_{llnul North
America. The goal is to have a snow vehicle
and ~ operator - stationed
within 100 miles:of each
!I.Il'.l‘lH.ltl where the eom-
pany has a contract.

Art Seely, president and
CEO of the COMPANY, Says
a truck carrymg a' snowcat
will  be  dispatched
Emr|||||l.]:'. and will arrive at
the site to transport the re-
pair. crew within two to
hours

t|1|-:'L' '|-1'.L|.||-L]1||1'1

trucks are Fld'.l".:l.'-tllﬂ'-._
four-wheel-drive flatheds,
not the E_'.[:uic'-|.| [H'L-L'urr or
sport utility vehicle, The
the

mountainside is also un-

same blizzard on
1lu|thlt*1”_'u.' causing havoc
on the highways.
Utilities_“eellular com-
munication companies anil
others with rémote facili

Hes can contract for on-call



SNowW transport service on an annual re

tainer basis with an hourly fee charged only
when the serviee is used. This beats mak-
ingr a large investment for a plece ol equip
ment that is used I.JII]_'- a few times a YEar.
Such equipment entails not only a capital
investment, but also U'|1I'1.|_!i||l|i||_ LA ne
ArGE, IMSrance |l:'|i:1'i'i:|r::m and train
ing expenses.

Snow vehicle problems nsually occur
not because of the ||||;:|i11 of the |-q||ip
ment used, bot often becanse of its infre-
quent usage. '[]l'lt rators never et I.'Il'i.lll:‘-_'hll
experience to become truly proficient and
confident with the snow vehicle, A ||ti|ilx_
snow vichicle operator may gel -::lf_‘. bwn to
four hours ol driving experience ilrlflllil]l:'.
in conjunction with his normal duties as a
technician or lineworker. At Snow Trans-
port Specialists, operators will log 200 to
100 hours of driving time. That is their pri-
mary job

Snow vehicles used by Snow T ansport
IL's-||-:-|'i:L]i~-r~~ are the newest and besi |||'hi_1_{||-
available and are hjh-l'i[i:'.u“}. sinited to the
terrain, smow conditions and challenges of
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each site, Their equipment can reac h sites
|1||1'L-L]'. under the worst weather condi
tions, While a -',1.]1i| al snow vehicle Ty b
able to travel at a S d of two to four |r|[:-]|
1) llL':'p snow, Snow Lransport Spe clalists
high-performance vehicles can travel at 12
tolb |||p|| in the same snow, This means re
dhuced travel and power outage fime as wi Il
as recluced overtime for pair crews. Fi
n;,”fn._ S TI0W 'Ii"_|||k|:-:||'1 "~|1-; cialists ¢ ||1|i|n its
vehicles with advanced tech
rolosTy ¢ (uipment like satellite
(PS5

global positioning . systems)

communications gear,
navigakion |-;|;.~;||J:|i1_1. and more
that is not usually fonnd on
AWTHET il]“.'lilli".! vichicles

sSnow Transport Specialists
is part ol the ni 'u.|_1. ineorpo-
rated Snow Cperations Train-
ing Center, which alsg inclides
the Snow Survival School-For
the past L0 vears Art Sedhy his
LII,M'I'.l[I.'l[ the ove-of-a=kind
Snow Survival School, prowid-
ing intensive instroction iid

hands-on I!"l.'l'li'li': nee I|'||1|'|-;]|1-||'. North
A merica, |".|'.|ni:u' and Asia in extreme cli
mate survival en FEency & oAl ]l'|'l.|i|
and extrication, medical care, signaling bor
|||-]|1_ avatanche Proct dures. navization and
much more. All operators tor Snow [rans
por "~1|r1'i:||::«~t- are grachiates of the school,
sonne are instructors, Th v Can ket  repa
crews out of tronble in the worst weather

B William D, Sturu

Hovember-Decamber 1997 = PUBLIC POWER 23



	mag8.art.gif
	mag8a.art.gif

